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PRELIMINARY MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
- Date of this Notice: January 28, 2006

Lead Agency: * San Francisco Planning Department
' 1660 Mission Street, Suite 500
- San Francisco, California 94103-2414

Agency Contact Person: Bill Wycko Telephone (415) 558-5972

- Project Title: 2003.1183E - 55 Francisco Street (AKA 1789 Montgomery Street)
Project Sponsor: RHV Francisco ‘ : ' '
Project Contact Person: Laura McCarty Telephone: (415) 777-4494 ext. 223

Project Address: 55 Francisco Street ~ Assessor's Block and Lot: Block 0056, Lot 006
City and County: San Francisco _ :

Project Description: The project site at 55 Francisco Street (Assessor's Block 0056, Lot 006), also known
as 1789 Montgomery Street, is approximately 48,714 square feet in size and located on the southern side of
Francisco Street in the block bounded by Francisco, Montgomery, Chestnut, and Kearny Streets. The
project site currently has a three-story, 284-space parking garage and a seven-story office building. The
proposed project would involve the addition of three new levels atop the existing parking garage with 51
residential dwelling units (approximately 57,999 gross square feet). The existing office building on the
project site would remain as it is. The proposed project would also involve reconfiguration of the existing
parking by removing 81 independently accessible public parking spaces and creating valet parking for 203
vehicles on the first two levels of the garage, and providing 59 independently accessible parking spaces on
the third level for the proposed dwelling units. The project site is zoned C-2 (Community Business), and is
within a 65-X height and bulk district and Waterfront Special Use District #3. The proposed project would
require Conditional Use authorization for the proposed Planned Unit Development (PUD). '

THIS PROJECT COULD NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT. This
finding is based upon the criteria of the Guidelines of the State Secretary for Resources, Sections 15064
(Determining Significant” Effect), 15065 (Mandatory Findings of Significance) and 15070 (Decision to
Prepare a Negative Declaration), and the following reasons as documented in the Initial Evaluation (Initial
Study) for the project, which is attached: : '

' -Over-

Mitigation measures, if any, included in this project to avoid potentially significant effects: Pages 65 to 66.

cc: Douglas Rosenberg, project sponsor; Neil Sekhri, project attorney; Distribution List; Supervisor Aaron
Peskin District 3; Bulletin Board; Master Decision File




- INITIAL STUDY
2003.1183E — 55 Francisco Street

I PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND SETTING
A. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

‘The project site at 55 Francisco Street (Assessor’s Block 0056, Lot 006), also known as 1789
Montgomery Street, is approximately 48,714 square feet (approximately 1.1 acres) in size and
Jocated on the southern side of Francisco Street in the block bounded by Francisco, Montgomery,
Chestnut, and Kearny Streets (Figure 1, page 2). The project site occupies the entire southern side of

Francisco Street between Montgomery and Kearny Streets, and is essentially flat and level.

The project site is currently occupied by a seven-story, 90-foot-tall office building and a three-story,
35-foot-tall parking garage containing 284 spaces (Figure 2, page 3). The office building, located on
the eastern portion of the site, was constructed in 1918 as a warehouse and converted to general
office use sometime beforé the 1960s. In 1969, a three-story parking structure.with four levels of
parking and 284 spaces was constructed on the western portion of the site, and is now open to the
general public. The exterior of the office building is painted concrete and the parking structufé hasa

metal screen exterior.

The ’existin.g office building on the project site, with 167,088 gross square feet, would not be altered.
The proposed project would involye the addition of three new levels atop the existing parking garage
with 51 residential dwelling units (approximately 57,999 additional gross square feet), increasing the
building in height from 35 to 65 feet (Figures 3, 4, 5, and 6, pages 4 to 7). The 51 dwelling units
would consist of 24 one-bedroom and 27 two-bedroom units. iThe proposed project would also
involve reconfiguration of the existing parking garage and eliminating 81 independently accessible
public parking spaces. Valet parking for office employees and the public would be created for 203
vehicles on the first two levels of the garage, 59 independenﬂy accessible parking spaces would be
created on the third level for the proposed dwelling units, and the uncovered roofiop parking of the
existing parking garage would be replaced by the residential uses of the additional three floors.
There would be a total of 262 spaces in the reconfigured parking garage, while the current total of
90,000 gross square feet of existing building- space devoted to parking would be reduced to 74,284

gross square feet primarily due to the conversion of the uppermost rooftop parking deck to the first -
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